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WW100 Dunedin 
Field of 
Remembrance, 
Cenotaph, 
Queens Gardens 
Dunedin  

 

Students from St Hilda’s 
Collegiate School assisted with 
the removal of the crosses  

 



Last Post  
In remembrance of 

all service and ex-service personnel 
who are no longer with us 

 

 
At the going down of the sun  

and in the morning  
We will remember them. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Presidents Report 

The festive season has come and gone and I hope you had the opportunity to catch 

up with family and friends 

I attended the NEC meeting in Wellington in October. The 

key remit was the ratification of the changes to the 

constitution to bring it in line with the new Charities Act.  This 

allows the combining of many small trusts held by RNZRSA to 

get a better return and use of the funds available. The 

Minister of Defence addressed the conference and highlighted 

the work involving the return of those killed in action post 

World War Two.   

Armistice Day was well attended. Two returned members of the Royal Navy, who 

were on tour of New Zealand, were present as well as Mrs Jenny Vickers from the 

New Zealand Defence Industry Association. The release of the White Doves was a 

poignant moment from many descendants who were at the service. The Otago 

Museum also held a gala at the Museum reserve with a variety of performances from 

local groups. 

The Otago Officers held a dinner; the theme was a tribute to the Nurses and 

Chaplains for their contribution to the war effort, often in terrible conditions. 

From the 12th of November the Fields of Remembrance crosses became available to 

descendants of the fallen. My thanks to Volunteering Otago who arranged for a 

group of year 7-10 pupils from St Hilda’s Collegiate to assist in removing the crosses 

from the Queens Gardens. Each girl has been presented with a certificate of 

appreciation for their effort. 

To date approximately 800 have been claimed. The crosses are being held at 

Kensington Army Hall. They are laid out in alphabetical order.  Many were collected 

on an open day on the 4th of December.  

We intend to have more open days to allow descendants and community groups to 

claim them. Timings will depend on the availability of army personnel to be present 

at the hall. Dates will be posted on the Dunedin RSA Face Book page advising of 

dates.  

The RSA along with other funding providers applied for funding on behalf of the 

Greater Green Island Community Charitable Trust Memorial for the refurbishment of 

the children’s playing area at the Memorial Gardens. The work has been completed 

and a fantastic new playing area is in place. Plans are being developed to improve 

the entrance to the gardens so it is safer to hold memorial services away from the 

main road. 



Other activates I attended was the Royal NZ Artillery Assn annual Reunion. The 

visiting Australian gunners enjoyed firing the two 25lbrs in the Octagon. A church 

service and wreath laying ceremony was also held. 

Congratulations to the Otago/Southland President, Jenepher  Glover- Sheppard was 

presented with a Certificate of Merit for her work at local, regional  and National 

level. 

I have handed the reins over to Lt Cdr (Rtd) Rob Thomlinson as the convenor of 

ANZAC Days activities. It was a challenging but rewarding experience especially 

witnessing increased turnouts at all ANZAC Day services and activities. Thanks to the 

many who have assisted me in the past twenty years 

In conclusion my thanks to the many volunteers who have helped in the past year, 

the office staff at Montecillo  and to Sally & Niall for the sterling work over the past 

year. 

Lox Kellas,  President 

      RSA - Guardians of remembrance since 1916 
 
 
 
 

 

RSA Member 19-year-old Josh Scadden’s book ‘Broken Branches’ is 
about NZ families who lost 3 or more children in the Great War. Josh is a 
Dunedin RSA Welfare Trust 2016 Scholarship recipient, and doing very 
well with this studies.  

His book is available for sale at www.fairdinkumbooks.com 

http://www.fairdinkumbooks.com/?fbclid=IwAR1aNmDPBI3ze0LNs4r7yka8YEEAx-07dnzMMR8pq2vfZ607HJnLvOIWda0


Armistice Day 1918 - 2018  
100th Anniversary   

The centenary of Armistice Day, the end of World War 1, was marked with 
a service at Dunedin's Cenotaph in Queens Gardens. 

 
At 11am on November 11, the 
Armistice was signed, bringing 
an end to Great War fought 
from 1914-18 in which more 
than 18,000 Kiwis lost their 
lives. 

Sunday's service began at 
10.45am, led by the Rt Rev 
John Harrison with guest 
speaker Lieutenant-
commander Paul Smith, 
Commanding Officer of 
HMNZS Toroa. Around 4000 
people attended the services 
which concluded with the 

release of white doves  



Dunedin Field of Remembrance  

WW100 Dunedin Field of Remembrance, Cenotaph, Queens Gardens 
Dunedin  

On Wednesday 29th August the Dunedin Field of Remembrance crosses 
were placed to honor those from Otago & Southland who fell during the 
Great War. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The White Memorial crosses were 

taken down after Armistice Day.  

White Memorial Crosses are available to descendants, for more 

information contact with Sally Turner at the Dunedin RSA,  

phone 03 4664 886 or email: finance@dn-rsa.org.nz 

mailto:finance@dn-rsa.org.nz


RSA Presentation of Xmas 

Cake to Montecillo  

A long standing traditon – The Dunedin RSA presents 
a Christmas cake to Montecillo Veterans Home &  
Hospital each year. 

Left : RSA Choir 
and staff sing 
carols  

Below:  

RSA President Lox 
Kellas presents the cake to Nurse Manager Jenna Kitto & Santa visits 
residents.  

Left  : RSA 
staff help 
with the 
Montecillo 
staff 
Xmas 
BBQ  

 

 



RSA Christmas morning tea held at 
HMNZS TOROA  

Supporters, volunteers and others associated with the Dunedin RSA & 

Welfare Trust attended the annual Christmas Morning tea on the 13th 

December. 

Several awards were presented to groups and individuals:   

Back row: Peter Trevathan, Warren Harris ( Appreciation Certificates )  

Lox Kellas - RSA President  & David Abercrombie - Welfare Chairman.  

Karen McNeilly (Scholarship recipient) Wayne Sefton (Appreciation 

Certificate - Supporting RSA)  

Front row: George Bates (Appreciation Certificate - Armistice Day ) 

Shaun Cassidy  (Appreciation Certificate – Poppy Appeal) Peter Amyes 

(Appreciation Certificate Anzac Day ) 

 

 

 



 

Photo Below: Certificate of appreciation to Groups for support to the 

RSA Assn and Welfare Trust  

Left : Bunnings ( Peter Trevathan) Air Force Assn ( Rex Moody)  First 
Church Ladies (Mrs L McDonald) 
Volunteering Otago ( Malcom Angus ) 

 
 
RSA Scholarship recipients  
 

The Dunedin RSA Welfare Trust awarded two scholarships for 2019 

study.  

Karen McNeilly is a second-year student doing a Bachelor of Science – 

majoring in Psychology.  

Cameron Moran will start this first year at the University of Otago, doing a 

Bachelor of Science - majoring in Chemistry. 

This is the first year the Trust has included students currently studying at 

a tertiary institute, and returning adult students. 

 

 



 

Support Services 

Another year has drifted past and with it the centenary of the end of the 

First World War. Unfortunately, the war to end all wars didn’t, and it is 

now just 26 years and a few months until we put the end of the Second 

World War 100 years behind us. Then of course it will be Korea, Vietnam 

and so on. The point here is that we will always be remembering past 

conflicts. One day, perhaps, the human race will actually learn from these 

blips in the continuum of history and we’ll be able to devote some of our 

excess time and energy into keeping our planet intact and habitable! 

Human nature suggests that day will be a long way off so in the meantime, 

as we do on every significant anniversary, we remember those who have 

gone before – lest we forget.  

This is why our own centenarian, the RSA, in some form, continues to be 

necessary – to support current and former service people and their 

families. It may be that the RSA will look a little different than it does now, 

but that will be a sign that it is adapting to meet the needs of a changing 

society.  

A new look strategy, known as ‘The Race to Trieste’, sees Support 

Services, a pillar of RSA, already undergoing significant change and will 

see continued adaptation and innovation as best practices develop. 

Volunteer Welfare Officers within each RSA have been challenged to 

become part of the new look service that provides Local Support Advisors 

(LSAs) skilled in the many aspects of providing a professional modern 

support network coordinated at District level and managed Nationally. 

‘RSAs without borders’ is a concept that sees LSAs become proactive 

advocates across whole communities seeking those in need wherever they 

might be rather than simply working within their own shrinking club 

memberships as currently happens in some places. This means that 

support for complex issues can be sought from the resources of several 

RSAs thus sharing the load. It also means that LSAs can provide cover for 

each other and work collaboratively to share the load. 

Careful management is needed to balance the diverse aspects of need 

and to ensure that no one is forgotten as changes happen. For example, 

making sure that a surviving WW2 widow’s need for winter warmth and 

companionship is met while also ensuring capacity to address the multiple 



and urgent needs of a current veteran. This is complex but interesting 

work and certainly not for the faint hearted!  

The Dunedin RSA Welfare Trust is an example of ‘industry best practice’ 

providing a professional service and support for our total service and ex-

service family. If you, someone you know, or your spouse have ever 

donned a uniform and need help, advice or advocacy that is what we do 

– please contact Niall, our Support Advisor – 03 466 4888 / 0800 664 888. 

 
ARE YOU A CHILD OR GRANDCHILD OF A NEW 
ZEALAND VIETNAM VETERAN? 

The Vietnam Veterans (Neville Wallace Memorial) Children's and 

Grandchildren's Trust has been able to assist hundreds of 

children and grandchildren of Vietnam Veterans since its 

inception in 1993. Whether it be Tertiary Study, sporting 

endeavour or any other pursuit, the Trust may be able to make a 

grant towards your aspirations.  

 
25th Anniversary National Essay 

Competition  
 

To help mark the occasion the Trust is sponsoring an essay competition 
on the subject ‘How the Vietnam war and my father’s / grandfather’s 

involvement in it has affected me and my family’. 
 

The closing date for the next round of applications is Friday,  

15 March 2019.  

shepleycroft@xtra.co.nz or post to  

The Chairman Vietnam Veterans Children & Grandchildren Trust 

1-111 Te Haumi Drive 

Paihia 0200,  Bay Of Islands  

 

http://www.evsayouthtrust.org.nz/essayCompetition.html
http://www.evsayouthtrust.org.nz/essayCompetition.html
http://www.evsayouthtrust.org.nz/essayCompetition.html
mailto:shepleycroft@xtra.co.nz


Hi, my name is Peter Trevathan. 
I am a military Historian and 
researcher.  

From late 2017 I have been involved with four major military projects. 

One of these projects discussed the U Boat U862 in New Zealand waters, 

January 1945. After researching this boat, I contacted the Napier city 

council to discuss possibilities of placing a plaque on the Napier marine 

parade outlining the boat and its journey. Napier City Council granted 

permission to do this, and the plaque was unveiled in November 2017.  

The second project that I have worked on was the Royal East Surrey 

Regiment (70th foot). I contacted the New Zealand heritage to see if it 

was possible to conduct an archaeological dig on the original site, which 

is located above Otago Boys High School rugby playing fields. This dig 

was undertaken at the end of April 2018, where I oversaw the site. No 

artefacts were found, so a further dig has been scheduled for May 2019. 

Over the same time frame, I 

unveiled a plaque at Arthur Street 

Normal School to commemorate 

the original campsite.  

The third project that I have 

undertaken was at the Boer War 

trail in the Northern Cemetery, 

where 8 troopers are buried. The 

Boer War trail is a trail that 

commemorates each individual 

soldier found on the site. This 

project saw me doing research on 

each individual trooper, and trying 

to locate relatives around New 

Zealand. Further, I helped to 

organise the unveiling of this trail 

which will be held on the 10th of 

November 2018, 2pm at the 

Northern Cemetery. 

 



Currently, I am doing research on four soldiers buried across multiple 

Dunedin cemeteries. These soldiers were all involved in famous military 

battles. For example, one was in the Charge of the Light Brigade in the 

Crimean War. Another soldier won a victory cross in Japan in the period 

of the 1860’s.  

Future projects that I am interested in pursuing are, for example, to 

restore gun replacements at Harrington Point, to create a Dunedin Military 

Tour, to investigate a Royal New Zealand Airforce aircraft crash site in 

Taieri, and finally to investigate a campsite at Waimera South Military 

campsite (WW2).  

If anyone has any information on the above subjects feel free to contact 

me on the email provided.  

Peter Trevathan   petebond058@hotmail.co.nz  

 

SOUTHERN AREA CADET FORCES  

Over the weekend of 31 August – 2 September 2018, the Southern Area 

Cadet Forces facilitate their first ever Cadet Warrant Officers Conference. 

The conference which was held at Burnham Military Camp was vital in 

ensuring the building of networks between Southern Area cadet units and 

personnel. We had 28 personnel in total in attendance, meaning the ability 

to share information between units was highly effective.  

The conference was hosted by both the Southern Area Warrant Officer, 

Warrant Officer of Cadet Forces and several highly experienced officers, 

many of whom had once been cadets themselves. Material covered at the 

conference included effective communication, new policies, maintaining 

standards and tips for development of their NCOs. The conference 

attendees were lucky enough to have WO1 Shane Maslin of the Military 

Police as a guest speaker, who gave a great presentation about effective 

leadership, including situational awareness and thinking systematically. 

The cadets were able to apply this information to a cadet context and see 

its benefit.  

mailto:petebond058@hotmail.co.nz


For many in attendance, it was their first ever conference. When asked for 

feedback about the weekend, many cadets said they found it beneficial to 

development of their role at a unit level and left with more ideas for future. 

It was notable that the cadets made strong connections with others in 

attendance and were engaged in learning the content and discussion their 

applications.  

 

The event will be conducted 

again in future due to its 

success, and it is hoped that 

cadets will be able to take the 

information they learnt back to 

their units to benefit the overall 

development of their units. We 

would like to thank the Dunedin 

RSA as well as 

other local RSA, 

for their support 

in ensuring our 

cadets were able 

to attend this 

event.  

 

 

 

Cadet Warrant Officer Class 1 Emily Atkinson 

WOSA - Warrant Officer Southern Area 

  



RSA Social News  

 

Last August the RSA held a luncheon at the Rope 
& Twine (previously Robbie’s) with 28 attending. 
The feeling was for this to become a regular event. 
Its is my intention to organise four luncheons in 
2019, starting on Wednesday 27th February at the  
Rope & Twine 12 noon RSVP by the Wednesday 
20th February  

In the last newsletter I made mention that RSA 

members were welcome at the army Garrison Club 

on Friday night. How ever I understand that the 

venue may not suit members for various reasons. 

As an Ex-army Engineer I meet with former 

colleagues at the Mosgiel RSA twice a month to 

have a beer and keep in touch. My thoughts are to 

do something similar in Dunedin at the Rope & 

Twine. Are members Interested??  If so, I need 

some feedback. Ring me at 03 455 1742 if I’m not 

around during the day try after 6pm. 

I look forward to 

seeing  

you all at the 

first luncheon      

in 2019. 

 Graham Jenkins  

           



Dunedin RSA Welfare Trust  
Bill King Award  

In May 2018 at the Welfare Trust’s May meeting the Trustees decided 

that the Bill King award allow nominations to come from all RSA 

Branches in the area Dunedin RSA and not just Upper Clutha.  

Several nominations were received. 

The award this year was given to the South Dunedin Blokes shed. 

In 2009 the South Dunedin Blokes shed was formed and set up in a large 

shed / garage at Kings High School in Bay View Road. A Men’s Shed is, a 

place  where men get together in one community space to share their skills, 

have a laugh, and work on practical tasks individually (personal projects) or 

as a group (for the shed or community). 

Over the past decade the Blokes 

shed has assisted with various 

projects in the Dunedin 

community, they include -  Lilliput 

libraries – building some of these 

tiny libraries. Port Chalmers Kindergarten- making 

wooden native animals for the fence. 

Hospice shop – building a changing room and making first aid boxes, building 

picnic tables for Orokonui Ecosanctuary Assisting people in the community 

at their homes, building raised gardens for people in the community, fixing 

locks on doors, ramps to houses and many other community projects that 

come along.  

Over the past 5 years they have assembled 3.988 white crosses for the 

Dunedin Field of remembrance, each cross bears the name and service 

number of a service person from the Otago roll of honour from WW1. 

   These project’s and many more are done at 

no cost (materials only) up cycling, and 

recycling is always an option.  

The Executive members of the Dunedin RSA 

Welfare Trust believe that the South Dunedin 

Blokes Shed were deserving of the award.  

 



 

 
 

 
Above: RSA Support Advisor Niall Shepherd, South Dunedin 
Blokes shed members and Lox Kellas  at the presentation in 
November. 

___________________________ 

Poppy Appeal 2018 marked the 96th running of the 
appeal, making it New Zealand’s oldest continuously run 
appeal. 

Poppy Day 2019 Friday 12th April  

This day has been carefully selected because in 2019 the Friday before 

ANZAC Day, which is usually Poppy Day, is Easter weekend. 



Inappropriate Wearing of Medals 

  

One of the things 
that mean a lot to 
all of us who have 
served, is medallic 
recognition for the 
service we have 
undertaken. 
 
It saddens us 
when anyone, 
including our RSA 
members, wear 
medals they are 
not entitled to. 
 
In a recent case, the Devonport RSA acted swiftly and positively to get a 
person to remove the inappropriate medals from his medal bar and to 
remove any pictures, photographs etc of this person wearing those 
medals. 
 
We commend the actions of Devonport RSA. 
  
For all of us: if you see someone wearing medals they are not entitled to 
- call them out. 

 
 
For those who may be considering wearing inappropriate medals, take a 
long look in the mirror and sort yourselves out. The ANZMI and your 
comrades will eventually find out and you will be disgraced. 

 

   

RNZRSA National Office  
 

 



 
 
Dunedin RSA Administrator  

I hope you all had a relaxed Christmas and enjoyed the great weather we 

have been having. Its been another busy year. The year started off with 

the first four months of Poppy Day & Anzac Day planning and activities., 

along with membership subscriptions and the issuing of cards.  

Armistice Day this year was a big occasion as it was the 100th anniversary. 

The Dunedin Field of remembrance (3,988 white crosses) were placed in 

August to honour those from Otago & Southland who fell during WW1-  

and taken down at the end of November, I was kept  busy assisting family 

members and community groups with the collection of crosses, and this 

is still on going. If you have a relative who was in the Otago Southland 

Regiments their cross may still be available for you to collect.  

The 2019 membership card is nice and bright. The layout is a bit different 

from last year’s card. All your information is on the front of the card and 

your card expires on the 31/1/2020. A few of you brought to my attention 

that previous year’s cards expired on the 31 Dec (subscription year) and 

wasn’t valid if members were travelling around NZ and wanted to access 

other RSA’s. The new date allows you plenty of time to get your 

subscription paid and retuned to you by the end of January.  



Enclosed with this newsletter is your Subscription account. (if you didn’t 

receive it by email). The membership cards are ready to be sent – and 

should be back to you within a week. 

If you are calling into the office, please remember that we don’t have 

eftpos. Cash or cheques 

only please.  Internet 

banking information is on 

your invoice.   

If you have a smart phone 

and use Apps there is an - 

RSA Deals app.  Also 

handy for the latest RSA 

news and if you are 

travelling, locating RSA’s 

around New Zealand 

  

                                                 Above: The 2019 RSA club card  

Take care, I look forward to hearing from you during the year. 

Sally Turner    

 

 

 

 
 

www.dn-rsa.org.nz  
website has been updated 
check it out  

 
 

http://www.dn-rsa.org.nz/


 

A History of Montecillo 1918 - 2018 

On the 26th June Montecillo Rest Home & Hospital celebrated 100 years 

since opening. Holding the High Ground - A History of Montecillo 1918 - 

2018 has been written by Billy Barnz for the Montecillo Trust. The book is 

full of photos, anecdotes, and the history of Montecillo over the past 100 

years.  

The book is available for a donation of $20 or more. A receipt for tax 

purposes is available.    

For more information please phone 03 4664 778 or email: 

admin@montecillo.org.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@montecillo.co.nz


 

Puzzles Page   

 
 
SUDOKU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
When you make a donation to the 
RSA you will receive a Poppy T shirt  
(sizes and stock permitting) 

 

New RSA ties and scarf 
are now available  

 

 

 

 

Lacquered Poppy Brooch  
The Lacquered Poppy Brooch is a lovely glittery 
brooch.  At 6 cm high (including stem) and 4cm wide  
 

 

 

  

Car & Truck 

Poppies  

 
Variety of badges still 
available  

 

 

Please ring 03 466 4886 or email  finance@dn-rsa.org.nz  if you would 

like to order any of these RSA items.  

 
 

mailto:finance@dn-rsa.org.nz


 
 
 
 

 

The Medals Guy – Kevin Tansley.  

Kevin can help you out with 

new ribbons, cleaning, 

displays & framing, 

restoration and much more  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dunedin RSA and  
Dunedin RSA Welfare Trust 

63 Bay View Road 
P.O. Box 4008, St Kilda 

DUNEDIN 9016 
 

Access to our Offices is through Reception at Montecillo Veterans Home 
and Hospital - 63 Bay View Road or by the service lift behind Montecillo’s 
kitchen - 3 Prince Albert Road, opposite Domino’s Pizza.  
 
RSA Administrator:     Support Advisor: 
Sally Turner                        Niall Shepherd 
Phone: 03 466 4886                       Phone: 03 466 4888  
Email: finance@dn-rsa.org.nz          Email: welfare@dn-rsa.org.nz 

 

Freephone: 0800 664 888 
Website:  www.dn-rsa.org.nz 

 

mailto:finance@dn-rsa.org.nz
http://www.dn-rsa.org.nz/

